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ran into the same problem and found that the arrays with which he dealt were sub
stantially equally variable. In connection with a heredity problem he wrote:1 

"I was certainly astonished to find the variability of the produce of the little seeds 
to be equal to that of the big ones; but so it was and I thankfully accept the fact, for 
had it been otherwise I cannot imag-ine from theoretical considerations how the typical 
problem could be solved." Galton's work led to the discovery of the normal correla
tion surface and in this arrays are equally, not proportionately, variable. I can think 
of no more sound assumption to make than that the correlation surface involving a 
single test score and a "true" test score constitutes a homoscedastic system2 ; but I 
will be the first to grant that it is an assumption, to be checked against experimental 
findings wherever possible. Should it not prove so we must regretfully accept the fact 
and exercise greater ingenuity than Galton imagined himself possessed of, to discover 
the lines of solution of the problem. 

The old problem, reiterated by Mr. Holzinger, involves at least two things (a) the 
nature of the variability of successive arrays, and (b) the equivalence of the units in a 
test or scale. Until these are experimentally determined for a given test, I think we 
shall make fewer errors in interpretation if we assume that arrays are homoscedastic 
(equally variable) and that the units of measurement throughout the test are equal. 

In closing, T would say that with reference to scales of the Binet type, which assume 
equivalence of successive age intervals, I think we already have abundant evidence to 
refute assumption (b). Accordingly, I do not believe the equation ~1 .t =lT1.t holds for 
narrow and wide ranges in the case of the Binet scale. Not having two comparable 
forms of the Binet scale this matter is somewhat difficult to test, but a way for doing 
so can surely be devised. 

Should the preceding observations tend to enlighten rather than confuse the 
readers of the JOURNAL I should be glad to have you print them in connection with 
Holzinger's criticism. 

N attnnul 1\llanriutinu nf mirrrtnrl1 of 
touratinual i&rarartq 
(E. J. ASHBAUGH, Secretary and Editor) 

Perhaps nothing that can be reported in this issue of the Journal will be of greater 
interest to our membership than a statement concerning the meeting of the Executive 
Committee last month. Because of the removal of Dr. Buckingham from the Uni
versity of Illinois to Ohio State University as noted in last month's items, certain 
questions arose as to the relation of the Association to its official organ. Final action 
of the Association cannot be given at this time, but it should be said that the Executive 
Committee after a thorough analysis of the situation agreed unanimously to stand 
for a journal of educational research whose board of editors and editorial policy should 
be guided by the Association. 

A large portion of the time of the meeting of the committee was given to the 
tentative formation of the program for our next annual meeting. President Rugg 
informed us that he had been notified by the secret.l.lY of the Department of Super
intendence that our association is one of the TWELVE organizations invited to co
operate with the Superintendents at their Chicago meeting. This was encouraging 
news, showing that the great organization, which declared independence in control 
of its own meeting last winter, recognized the interest of its members in the work 
of our association and the real value of our programs. Certainly this year to an 
even greater degree than ever before, we may expect a hearing. We shall undoubtedly 
have an opportunity to impress the educational leaders with the importance of our 
work. The biggest and best program ever is the ambition of the president upon whom 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

T
he

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 O

f 
M

el
bo

ur
ne

 L
ib

ra
ri

es
] 

at
 2

1:
52

 0
4 

Ju
ne

 2
01

6 



240 JOURNAL EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH VOl. 4, No.3 

falls the burden of securing the participants. We may have full confidence that he 
will realize his ambition. 

Remember the place-CHICAGO. 
The time-Last week in February. 
The purpose-Selling the work of the National Association of Directors of Educa

tional Research to all good school people. 
You-Make your plans and reservations now. 

The 1918- 1920 Biennial Report of the State Department of Public Instruction 
of Wisconsin entitled "Educational Progress in Wisconsin" and edited by Mrs. C. W. 
Flemming has just come to your secretary. Mrs. Flemming, who is leaving the 
department to spend this year in Teachers College, Columbia University, leaves behind 
her a well-written report of work done and a valuable list of suggestions for the future 
work of the bureau of educational measurements in the department. Only a summary 
'of the summary can be included here, but it is hoped that the department was able to 
send a copy to each of O{IT members. The first paragraph will be quoted since it can 
scarcely be condensed. "The effort of the first two years of state supervision by 
means of educational measurement (1916--1918) was (1) to convince the school men of 
the state of the need of experimental study of school problems; (2) to familiarize them 
with the technic of the administration of tests; and (3) to train them in the inter
pretation and utilization of a few standard tests. Emphasis during the past bien
nium has, perhaps been given to the tbird objective." 

Visitation, conferences, lectures, demonstrations, institutes, state-wide cooperative 
studies and preparation of special aids and reports have all been used to attain the 
desired ends. From the report it would seem that the tremendous amount of effort 
expended has been justified in part by the results accomplished and in part by the 
foundation laid for future activity. 

Perhaps this is the proper place for the announcement of the change of address 
of your secretary. On invitation of Dr. Buckingham and the other proper authorities 
of Ohio State University to become Assistant Director of the new Bureau of Educa
tional Research, Dr. Ashbaugh resigned his position at the State University of Iowa 
to accept this invitation. Dr. Ashbaugh was in charge of the Bureau of Educational 
Service in the Extension D:vision there for seven years where he gained a wealth of 
experience whicll will be directly applicable to the problems in his new position. 
During the first year of organization of the new bureau he will give a part of his time 
to teaching "School Administration" in the College of Education . 

Announcement should also be made of change of position or address of other 
members. 

Mr. P . C. Packer has resigned as assistant superintendent of schools in Detroit. 
He is teaching this first s'emester at his Alma Mater, State University of Iowa, and 
will spend the second' semester in graduate study at Teachers College, Columbia. 

Mr. W. W. Coxe of the Vocational Bureau, Cincinnati is spending this year in 
graduate study at Ohio State University. 

Dr. Chas. Fordyce has resigned the deanship of Teachers College at the Uni
versity of Nebraska to devote his entire time to the work of educational research in 
that institution. 

Miss Henrietta V. Race, formerly Director of Intelligence Measurement in the 
Schools of Kansas City, Missouri, has become the Director of the Bureau of Psycholog
ical and Educational Measurement at Youngstown, Ohio. 
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